
Noon Bible Study: Ezra 9-10
This week we conclude the book of Ezra but not the story of Ezra (that will continue in Nehemiah).  We have read previous that 
Ezra has arrives at Jerusalem with his group of exiles, priests and Levites.  His purpose for returning was explained in chapter 7:

Ezra 7:10 - For Ezra had set his heart to study the law of the LORD and to practice it, and to teach His statutes and 
ordinances in Israel.

Ezra will discover something isn’t right in the land and will lead a time of great national repentance.  This will be a difficult 
moment for the people of God, but their choice to respond to God’s word (or not) will determine the future of their very 
existence. And so we begin...

Ezra 9:1-4 - The Holy Race Defiled

What a welcome for Ezra!  He doesn’t get much time to settle in for he is quickly confronted with a serious problem 
amongst the people.

In the last chapters we highlighted the mission of Ezra and how important it was for the word of God to be taught to 
the people of God.  This confirms the reason why.  Through our journey through Ezra, we have learned that the altar 
was rebuilt, the temple reconstructed and the worship of the LORD has resumed.  But at the same time the people have 
been living unholy lives, specifically inter-marrying with the nations around them.  While this may not seem significant 
for us as multi-ethnic Christians living in the melting pot of America, at this time in the redemption history it was. 
 Verse 2 summarizes:

Ezra 9:2 - "For they have taken some of their daughters as wives for themselves and for their sons, so that the 
holy race has intermingled with the peoples of the lands; 

The people of Israel were chosen by God to be His special people on the earth.  They were the biological children of 
Abraham, the father of faith who the LORD specifically called.  They were the other party to God’s covenants.  They were 
to be holy and separate from all other nations of the world.  You aren’t special if you’re just like everyone else.  And 
you aren’t holy if you are not set apart from others and evil.

By contrast, the current people of God (Christians, the church) are made through faith in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 They are from every nation, tribe, and tongue (Revelation 5).  They are Jewish or Gentile (Romans 10:12, Colossians 
3:11).  They are men and women from any and every race.  All that matters is faith.  However, during the days of Ezra 
9, this was not the case at all.  It was a VERY rare exception that someone from outside of Israel was welcomed into 
the community or turned to worship the true God.  This tradition and the growth of the people of God in this day is by 
faith and obedience, but it is dependant on biology.  And that is what is at risk in this chapter.

Fresh on the heels of a 70 year exile, the remnant, the small and few remaining biological descendants of Abraham are 
at risk of being “intermingled” with the nations and having children who are not fully Jewish.  That’s a problem.  
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That’s the problem Ezra is facing.  Remember, Ezra is a skilled scribe and priest and expert in the law of Moses.  He 
would have known:

Exodus 34:12, 16 - "Watch yourself that you make no covenant with the inhabitants of the land into which you 
are going, or it will become a snare in your midst…(instead destroy them and their gods or else) … 16 you 
might take some of his daughters for your sons, and his daughters might play the harlot with their gods and 
cause your sons also to play the harlot with their gods.

Deuteronomy 7:1-4 - "When the LORD your God brings you into the land where you are entering to possess it, and 
clears away many nations before you, the Hittites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the Canaanites and 
the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and stronger than you,  2 and when the 
LORD your God delivers them before you and you defeat them, then you shall utterly destroy them. You shall 
make no covenant with them and show no favor to them.  3 "Furthermore, you shall not intermarry with them; 
you shall not give your daughters to their sons, nor shall you take their daughters for your sons.  4 "For they 
will turn your sons away from following Me to serve other gods; then the anger of the LORD will be kindled 
against you and He will quickly destroy you.

No wonder Ezra “tears his garment and robe, pulls his hair from his head and sat down appalled” (v. 3).

Ezra 9:5-15 - Ezra’s Prayer

Ezra recounts the LORD’s faithfulness to the people and also remembers how the nation has often turned away from the 
LORD and his commands and faced the consequences of their sin.  He pleads that after all of God’s mercy so far, this 
generation would not turn away yet again.

v. 12 - Ezra quotes the commands forbidding intermarriage (Exodus 34 & Deuteronomy 7)

Ezra 10:1-4 - Repentance Begins

Ezra’s public confession and mourning before the temple inspires a “very large assembly” to form.  The people join Ezra 
in his sorrow and actually are moved to take steps or repentance.  A representative of the people named Shecaniah 
encourages a covenant to be made between God and the people in order to make things right with the LORD.  He pleads 
with Ezra to give them wisdom and direction on what to do (v. 4)

Here is an interesting textual note on the English word “marriage” in verse 2  that might help us understand what’s 
happening here. 

“Married” - The word translated married is not the usual one, but means literally “we have given a home”; 
Shecaniah’s words may imply that these illicit relationships were not marriages in the full sense. (ESV Study 
Bible, Ezra 10:2)

Maybe they were officially married, maybe they were just cohabitating.  Either way, the nation has entered into 
unsanctioned and unholy relationships.
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Ezra 10:5-8 - Ezra and the Elders Make A Plan

Ezra gathers with the leading priests and Levites, while fasting, to make an official plan and proclaim this plan to 
the nation.  Word is sent to the exiles and they are all urged to gather in Jerusalem.  Any that will not come will be 
assumed do not want repentance and will be excommunicated.

Ezra 10:9-11 - Ezra’s Charge To The People

The nation gathers and Ezra calls them to repentance.  He specifically names the sin they have committed (v. 10) and 
calls them to specific repentance in light of their sin.  In this case it is to “make confession to the the LORD, do his 
will, separate themselves from the people of the land and from their foreign wives.” (v 11)

What a moment!  The convicting charge given by the spiritual leader of the people (Ezra) and the entire nation gathered 
at the house of the LORD in the pouring heavy rain.  Can’t you just imagine this scene?!

Ezra 10:12-17 - The People Respond

There is general agreement to respond to Ezra’s call.  However, the people admit that this course of action is not 
something that can just be done in one day.  (And besides, it’s pouring rain and we can’t stay out here much longer).  
These were complicated sins and while there was a zeal to obey swiftly, they recognized there was some untangling 
that needed to be done.  And so the people will return and submit to regional leaders who would ensure the repentance 
was done in a timely manner.  The entire process took about 3 months.

Ezra 10:16b-17 (NLT) -  On December 29, the leaders sat down to investigate the matter.  By March 27, the first 
day of the new year, they had finished dealing with all the men who had married pagan wives. 

Ezra 10:18-24 - Naming Names

Ezra recorded the names of the men who had committed these sins.  Ouch.  This first grouping of men were from the priests, 
Levites and temple singers.  There was even guilt amongst the sons of the former high priest Jeshua the son of Jozadak 
(one of our heros from the early chapters of Ezra).  The men pledged to “put away their wives” and offered a sacrifice 
for their sin.  This section records what must have been a tremendously difficult and sorrowful time for the nation.

Ezra 10:25-44 - Naming Names (Continued) & A Sad But Holy End

The specific recording of those who had sinned (and repented) continues as the chapter ends.  We read 86 from Israel, 17 
priests, 6 Levites and 4 Temple attendants.  The summary statement which ends the chapter is very difficult to read and 
even harder to imagine:

Ezra 10:44 (NIV) - All these had married foreign women, and some of them had children by these wives.

This is an extreme act of repentance but it is repentance from sin nonetheless.  The people had turned from God in their 
choices and in this instance, “putting their wives away” was what repentance looked like.  Sometimes the consequences 
of our sin seem minor (a bad day, getting a little upset, needing to apologize for an unkind word, etc), sometimes they 
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are major (disease, injury, death).  In this critical moment for the future of the nation, the people respond with a 
difficult act so that they can survive as a people.

As we conclude this chapter, there is another textual note about the act of “putting away” the foreign wives and 
children and a turn towards the lessons we can take from Ezra 9-10:

“As with the term for “marriage,” this is not the usual expression for “divorce,” and may also imply that 
these were not proper marriages. The word means simply “bring out.” In effect, this meant excommunicating them 
from the community of returned exiles. The text does not make clear any other details concerning matters of 
ongoing support and protection for these wives and their children (v. 44), or concerning what happened to them. 
Because this represents a different situation in a different context as compared to 1 Cor. 7:12–14 (where Paul 
tells Christians not to divorce their unbelieving spouses), and because this example was recorded here in Ezra 
for descriptive rather than normative reasons, there would be no justification for anyone to take similar 
actions today. (ESV Study Bible, Ezra 10:3)

(Additional side note: Some commentators suggest that the extensive nature of the investigation (v.16-17) indicates 
that each case was looked at on its own.   We know from Ezra 6:21 that there was a provision for those of the land 
who converted to the worship of the LORD to remain a part of the people.  Also, it was likely that these foreigners 
returned to their foreign families (rather than just dropped on the side of the road).

A few more final things for us to consider:

The theological takeaway from this account is not to validate divorce.  The theological takeaway is that sometimes there are 
moments where extreme actions are taken and called for by God to ensure the future of his people.  To look at this heartbreaking 
record in isolation could leave one questioning the character and heart of God himself - he seems narrow-minded, vengeful or 
unloving some might say.  But this record, though hard to read, is not the lone picture or defining moment of God’s nature.

However, it does speaks to the importance of wise counsel and spiritual decision-making in light of marriage.  While those who 
convert to Christianity after marriage have certain challenges, a Christian should not consider marrying someone who is not a 
Christ-follower.  Not only does the New Testament specifically forbid this (2 Corinthians 6:14-18), it is unwise on a number of 
practical levels.

Lastly, this record reminds us yet again about to the importance of the word of God.  While God works through the Holy Spirit to 
illuminate the truth of Scripture, the Scripture’s purpose is to give us an exact recording of what God wants us to do/not do, 
be and not be.  If we do not hold the testimony of the Bible as our standard, we may have the outward appearance of “religion” 
but be missing the mark of what God is actually looking for.  In fact, our religious devotion and practices often are what get 
in the way of the true heart of what it means to be a follower of Jesus.  Remember the nation regathered to Jerusalem were 
making the sacrifices and celebrating the feasts, but they were intermarrying - something strictly forbidden by the law/word of 
God.  We too must be careful to go beyond what the timeless Scriptures instruct.  Are we doing what we “think” God wants us to 
be doing - or are we doing what we know God wants us to be doing because we have heard and read his word?

Lunch sign up?
Next Week???
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